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it for comment (OSTP, 1982) .  The group anticipates that this document may serve as a reference point for later development of general guidelines for the agencies.
VARIATION IN THE FORM OF GUIDELINES COMPREHENSIVENESS
Guidelines developed by agencies in the past have varied in the extent to which they have addressed each of the steps of risk assessment.  IARCfs guidelines address only hazard identification? OSHAfs guidelines (1980) dealt mainly with hazard identif icationr with some discussion of dose-response assessment and none of exposure assessment and risk characterization? and IRLG's guidelines focused in detail on hazard identification and dose-response assessment/ with some discussion of exposure assessment and risk characterization.
Guidelines also have varied in the extent to which they have addressed the components of the risk assessment steps. lARC's guidelines address a small number of components.  Study of the latest IARC monograph (1982) reveals only six selected options that deal with inference of risk: treatment of benign versus malignant tumors, the choice of statistical methods for application of data from animal studies, the relevance of negative results of epi-demiologic studies, the evaluation of tumors that occur spontaneously, the utility of short-term tests, and the overall weighting of evidence. The OSHA (1980) and IRLG documents, in contrast, each discussed and embraced over 20 selected options dealing with hazard identification.
EXTENT OF DETAIL
Guidelines have differed not only in their comprehensiveness, but also in the detail with which they have treated specific components of risk assessment. When the content of a guideline is detailed, the assessor is presented with more complete information than would be available from a more general guideline. For example, the statement in lARC's guidelines on benign tumors is general, compared with that in the IRLG guidelines.  IARC concludes briefly:
If a substance is found to induce only benign tumours in experimental animals, it should be